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Laws That Will Guide IDD Services in Alaska 

From Amanda Faulkner, AADD Vice President   

When a bill moves through the legisla-
tive process and is signed into law it 
doesn’t come with specific details on 
how to implement the law.  It merely 
expresses the overarching outcome 
desired from the law.  During this leg-
islative session, the state of Alaska 
very clearly expressed that people 
with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities are valued.  Three (3) bills 
passed this session that have the po-
tential to rewrite how Alaska supports 
individuals with disabilities.  
 
House Bill 336: Supportive Decision-
Making Agreements.  HB 336 sup-
ports and respects the independence 
of Alaskans who are elderly and per-
sons with disabilities, by creating a 
supported decision-making agree-
ment which allows individuals to 
make significant decisions and exer-
cise their legal capacity with the assis-
tance of designated "supporters." HB 
336 passed the Senate unanimously in 
the final days of the session. 

 Senate Bill 174: Programs for Per-
sons with Disabilities. SB 174 allows 
the Department of Health and Social 
Services to partner more closely with 
persons with physical and develop-
mental disabilities to enable active 
participation in their support services. 
SB174 is the shared vision of   

Senior and Disabilities 
Services UPDATE 

 ISW waiver— 600 letters have 
gone out.  520 folks in process. 
We’re awaiting word from CMS. 

 The safety net for those Medi-
caid eligible but who don’t meet 
Level of Care will be adminis-
tered by Stone Soup.  SDS (Lisa 
Morley) will make direct refer-
rals to Stone Soup . They will sub 
contract with organizations 
providing services. 

 CFC (Community First Choice) 
will apply to PCA services when 
approved.  Long term CFC may 
become the home for Compan-
ion and Transition Services. 

 Harmony (automated system for 
Plans of Care) is active within 
SDS. Training for PCA service 
agencies will begin July 1.  

 DHSS has requested 41 addition-
al position in Division of Public 
Assistance  to process Medicaid 
eligibilities and re-
authorizations. 

over 200 individual Alaskans and or-
ganizations, including the Governor's 
Council on Disabilities and Special Edu-
cation, the Key Coalition of Alaska, as 
well as everyday Alaskans and their 
families. SB 174 passed the Senate 
unanimously and passed the House by 
a vote of 36 to 1.  

Senate Bill 80: Telephone Services 
for Disabled Subscribers. SB 80 will 
adopt regulations to require tele-
communications utilities to provide 
service to deaf, hard of hearing, 
and speech disabled.  SB 80 also 
passed the House 37-1 in the final 
days. 

The approved bills are now heading 
to the Governor for signature into 
law. The next step is up to all of us 
to define through practice how 
these laws will be expressed. The 
future for Alaskan’s with intellectu-
al and developmental disabilities 
has never looked brighter. 

 Regulations from the Program 
Integrity Unit (of DHSS) requir-
ing internal audits and that rec-
ords must be written within 72 
hours of the services  go into 
affect June 7th. AADD is work-
ing toward a teleconference 
with the Integrity Unit.  Send 
your questions to Lizette. 
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As we celebrate several pieces of new legislation that help 
Alaskans with disabilities and their families, now is a good 
time to review the ways in which you can get involved in 
state legislative advocacy. It is a good idea to review the 
legislative process and get connected to disability advocacy 
agencies in the state, so we are all prepared to hit the 
ground running for next year’s legislative session! 

Upcoming Events 

June 14—AADD teleconference   11—12  

June 21—Compliance Group Call—8:30—9:30 

June 21 —CFO Teleconference    10—11    

June 28—Hot Topics—To be determined 

 July 1—11th—Lizette on vacation 

If you were at Full Lives, or had staff attending you know 
how inspiring and uplifting Peter Leidy was as a keynote 
speaker.  He is coming back to Alaska for our face to face 
meeting, Friday, September 28th and is available to work 
with programs the first two weeks in October.  AADD will 
pay for his travel to Alaska.  If you are interested in having 
him work with your staff and/or board please contact Li-
zette to coordinate his schedule.  Several programs have 
already expressed interest.  His daily rate is under negotia-
tion and programs would need to pay his travel to locations 
outside of Anchorage.  He is eager to see as much of Alaska 
as possible and has expressed hopes he will get to see some 
of our “bush” Alaska.   For a taste of his skills go to https://
peterleidy.com/  and listen to his introduction and look at 
his bio. 

“Peter Leidy is a wise guy. In the true sense of the words. 
Oh, he’s funny enough. He’s got a good voice and can make 
great music. But the fact he understands the first responsi-
bility of helping professionals is to treat the people they 
support like fellow human beings, not to get the progress 
sheets….”  David Moreau 

Mark Your Calendars!    
 
July 21 is Alaska's first Disability Pride Alaska day. Celebrations are 
being planned in Anchorage, Kenai, Fairbanks and Juneau. Disabil-
ity Pride celebrations are held across the country to mark the pass-
ing of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The goal of this event is 
to increase community awareness of the strengths and abilities of 
people with disabilities as well as to unify people across disability 
groups. The hope is to expand this event each year to include more 
communities and more people. Like us on Facebook: Disability 
Pride Alaska.   

 EVV Update  (Electronic Visit Verification) 

May 18th CMS (Center for Medicare and Medicaid services) 
issued their Frequently Asked Questions for the general pub-
lic on EVV.  It clarifies the following: 

 CMS was clear that 24-hour residential services, including 
group homes, would not be subject to EVV. 

 CMS clarified that documenting from the start to the 
stop of the services from a person’s home were sufficient 
and GPS tracking would not be a requirement. 

 CMS clarified that funding would apply to a state’s aggre-
gator system (SDS’s proposal for Alaska) which allows 
providers to select the EVV system they will use.  

 
 FAQ encourages states to build any costs incurred to  

providers into provider rates.  (Thanks to ANCOR for this up-
date. See the AADD monthly report for more details).  

 
May 22nd Senator Lisa Murkowski introduced a Bill Allowing 
States Grace Period to Comply with New Federal Law (on 
EVV).  The bill, if approved, would delay implementation for 
one year to 2020.  The Alaska delegation supports this legis-
lation. Thank you ANCOR for all of your advocacy and Duane 
Mayes for your efforts on this topic. 

Peter Leidy is coming back to Alaska for us 

Children with Complex Support Needs Lending Library 

Hope Community Resources has a Lending Library  program 
open to any family with a child who experiences complex 
support needs. They will loan out appropriate equipment as 
long as the family agrees to the Borrow Agreement.  The 
program is designed to provide a temporary  opportunity to 
try different adaptive equipment and technology prior to 
purchase to assure it’s appropriateness. It is not a long term 
solution.  Call Sarah Holland @ 443-4781 or 

Kris Jez @433-4910 for more information.  

https://www.chadd.org/Portals/0/advocacy/EffectiveLegislativeAdvocacyNovember2007.pdf
https://www.chadd.org/Portals/0/advocacy/EffectiveLegislativeAdvocacyNovember2007.pdf
http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/docs/pdf/legprocess.pdf
http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/docs/pdf/legprocess.pdf
https://www.olmsteadrights.org/self-helptools/advocacy-resources/item.6438-Alaska_Disability_Resources_and_Advocacy_Organizations
https://www.olmsteadrights.org/self-helptools/advocacy-resources/item.6438-Alaska_Disability_Resources_and_Advocacy_Organizations
http://w3.akleg.gov/index.php
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/faq051618.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/faq051618.pdf

