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KENAI 

The Kenai Peninsula Disability Pride celebration was a major suc-
cess! We celebrated with individuals from communities all across 
the peninsula from Seward to Homer. Our vendors created fun, 
accessible activities available to any person of any ability. It was a 
beautiful day donning 75° weather and we had live music and plen-
ty of delicious food. The activity that really brought everyone to-
gether was the giant accessible slip and slide! Kids and adults alike 
spent hours in the sunshine jumping on giant inflatable floaties and 
sliding down the giant 80' x 
20’ slide! We also handed 
out community awards to 
individuals that have 
demonstrated superior 
advocacy skills in the disa-
bility community. We iden-
tified a community member 
(Senator Peter Micciche), a 
self advocate (Garrett Dom-
inic), and an employer 
(Soldotna Fred Meyer). 

FAIRBANKS 

The Fairbanks Disability Pride Celebration joined the Fairbanks 
Golden Days Parade. Over 100 people participated in the Disa-
bility Pride parade entry, a collaboration of several Fairbanks 
groups including FRA, Alaska Center for Children and Adults, 
AK K-9 Service Dogs, Tanana Chiefs Conference, Morning Star 
Ranch and Step In Autism Services.  
  
All the parade participants wore colorful Disability Pride  
t-shirts. Three groups carried banners reading, “Disability 
Pride,” “See Me,” and “I Am Your..” The rest of the walkers 
and riders carried signs following the theme of See me: I am 
your friend, co-worker, 
neighbor, artist, voter, 
etc. Walkers handed out 
500 pairs of sunglasses, 
with “see me” printed on 
the side arms, 500 tempo-
rary tattoos with the Disa-
bility Pride logo and lots 
and lots of candy.  

ANCHORAGE 

The Anchorage Disability Pride event occurred at South Anchorage 
Sports Park from 11am-2pm. We had 20 table vendors who each 
provided an activity or game for children and/or adults. We had 
food trucks, bocce ball, face painting, mask making, the Access 
Alaska mobility challenge, braille instruction, and an interactive zoo 
display. Our stage program included music, state and local ADA 
coordinators, Mayor Ethan Berkowitz and Assembly members Chris 
Constant and Forest Dunbar, self-advocates, Paralympics athletes, 
sensory friendly Storytime from the library and performances from 
the Underground Dance Com-
pany. Our planning committee 
decided our biggest takeaway 
was that since there is no oth-
er event like this in Anchor-
age, we can make it bigger 
and better next year with 
more self-advocates on the 
planning committee, creating 
the program, speaking, and 
organizing the event at a larg-
er location. 

JUNEAU  

The Juneau Disability Pride event took place downtown at 
Marine Park from 3-5 pm Four local groups performed: the 
Latseeni Al’eix Dancers (Tlingit dance group), Mindy Row-
land and friends (musician), the Jambusters (ukulele group)
and Dale Wygant (accordion oompah music).  All performers 
had personal experience with disabilities. Between music 
acts there were several speakers including Annie Geselle, 
founder of the Canvas Art Studio, No-
lan Harvey who just won a gold medal 
at the Special Olympics USA Games 
and Matthew Talley, founder of the 
Alaska Learning Disabilities Associa-
tion. A local movie theater showed 
two movies with disability-related 
themes: Andy Irons – Kissed by God’s
(story of a well-known surfer’s battle 
with bipolar disorder and opioids) and 
Keep the Change (a romantic comedy 
starring two people with autism). We 
gave away nearly 200 hotdogs! 
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 Harmony (automated system for Plans of Care) went live 
in January.  Entry process is too slow. SDS is addressing 
100 items with the vendor to speed up the process. 

 ISW (Individualized Services Waiver) is planned for an 
October 1 implementation date.  SDS expects the regula-
tions to go the Lt. Governor for signature in mid-August.  
Once signed there will be press release, an E-Alert an-
nouncement and trainings offered. 

 Technology A pilot project focused in SouthCentral for 
the fall will allow up to $10,000 mini grants for Enabling 
Technology.  Technology can include:  assistive technolo-
gy, telehealth or remote monitoring.  The SILC (State 
Independent Living Council) will administer the grants 
with active participation from ATLA. Information will be 
presented to the Care Coordination network.  SDS will 
add enabling technology to their next waiver amend-
ment to CMS in the future that will allow Medicaid reim-
bursement for technology services.  

 Safety Net funding for those Medicaid eligible but not 
eligible for ISW will be through Stone Soup. SDS has de-
veloped a six page document detailing access to the 
funds.  Referrals come through SDS to Stone Soup.  The   
document was attached to the AADD teleconference 
invitation and is also posted on the AADD website. 

 Tribal Claiming  allows Alaska to collect 100% of the cost 
of services from Medicaid for Native individuals.  For 
that to take place the Tribal Health Entity for the Native 
individual must have a signed  Care Coordination Agree-
ment (titled a Transfer Agreement) with the provider.  If 
you receive such an agreement from a Tribal Entity 
please sign and return it.  Call Margie Bazona at 907-729
-2812 or email her at mrbazona@antch.org with any 
questions.   The state was able to save $34 million in 
FY17, $44 million in FY18 and is being asked to recoup 
$84 million this year. 

Upcoming Events 

August 16—Compliance Group Call—8:30—9:30 

August  16—CFO Group Call    10:00—11:00    

 August 23 -Hot Topics—Managing an Investigation 

 September 13— AADD teleconference 

September 26 & 27—Disability and Aging Summit 

September 28—Face to Face meeting at BP Center 

September 28—October 12—Peter Leidy in Alaska  

October 2—3— Governor’s Council Meeting 

Flowers for the 26  elegant 
programs that have already 
paid their AADD dues.               

             
THANK YOU.   

Have you paid yours?  

Research Corner 

Britteny M. Howell, PhD  
Research & Development, Hope Community Resources 

This month we celebrate the 28th anniversary of the signing of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), a landmark piece of 
legislation that prohibits discrimination based on disability. 
One way to celebrate disability pride this summer is by vis-
iting one of Alaska’s many inclusive playgrounds! The ADA 
was instrumental in making playgrounds not just accessible, 
but inclusive to kids with all abilities. Research shows we have 
made great strides since the signing of the ADA, but there is 
still more work to be done. 

Shared Vision/DD Collaborative 

Alaskans share a vision of a flexible system in which each per-
son directs their own supports, based on their strengths and 
abilities, toward a meaningful life in their home, their job and 
their community. Our vision includes supported families, pro-
fessional staff and services available throughout the state 
now and into the future. 

The Shared Vision is moving into the third year with multiple 
work groups.  The Disability Pride Event featured in this 
newsletter was the brain child of Maria Delrosario from  the 
Community Awareness Group. Ways your organization  can 
support the Shared Vision include the following:        

 Post the Shared Vision on your website 

 Have your board pass a resolution to support it 

 Make it part of  your orientation 

Senior and Disabilities 
Services UPDATE 

The challenge of leadership is to be strong, but not rude;             

be kind, but not weak; be bold, but not bully; be thoughtful 

but not lazy; be humble but not timid; be proud, but not 

arrogant; have humor but without folly.             Jim Rohn  

Our Executive Director, Lizette Stiehr will 
be honored nationally by ANCOR on Oct 
2nd, 2018! She will be presented with the 
Suellen Galbraith Award for Excellence in 
Public Policy on Capitol Hill, Washington 

http://www.adabasics.org/
https://www.ada.gov/
https://www.ada.gov/
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dph/PlayEveryDay/blog/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=316
https://www.playgrounddepot.com/blogs/news/accessible-vs-inclusive-playgrounds
https://www.playgrounddepot.com/blogs/news/accessible-vs-inclusive-playgrounds
http://dsq-sds.org/article/view/3883/3645

